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How important is it to provide access to 
your government publications? 

“The Federal Depository Library Program was established by 
Congress to ensure that the American public has access to its 
Government’s information. GPO administers the FDLP on behalf 
of the participating libraries and the public. Information products 
from the Federal Government are disseminated to these 
nationwide libraries that, in turn, ensure the American public has 
free access to the materials, both in print and online.” 

 

http://www.gpo.gov/libraries/ 
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Regulations 
http://beta.fdlp.gov/requirements-guidance/legal-requirements 

Regulations related to Bibliographic Control 
 

Bibliographic control of a depository collection impacts the 
development and accessibility of the collection. Sources of 
cataloging records may be efficiently managed and free of charge 
to the library. 

 

http://beta.fdlp.gov/requirements-guidance/guidance/11-
bibliographic-control 
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Regulations related to bibliographic control 

• 11. Bibliographic access 
Proper bibliographic control must be provided so that depository 
libraries can ensure that their Federal depository resources can be 
located, retrieved, and accessed in a timely manner. 
 

• 12. Piece-Level Records 
Depository libraries must maintain a piece-level record of tangible 
depository holdings so that individual depository receipts can be 
accounted for. 
 

• 13. Cataloging Receipts 
Libraries must catalog current tangible receipts or publications that 
meet the library’s collection needs. 
 

• 14. Time-sensitivity 
Many documents are extremely time-sensitive. All shipments must 
be unpacked and organized for easy access by staff while waiting 
processing and cataloging. 

 

http://beta.fdlp.gov/27-requirements-and-guidance/regulations/bibliographic-control 



Regulations related to processing  
depository shipments 

• 14. Time-Sensitivity 
Many documents are extremely time-sensitive. All shipments must be unpacked and 
organized for easy access by staff while awaiting processing and cataloging. 
 

• 15. Marking Property  
All tangible depository material must be marked in some manner as depository property, 
which is usually accomplished with a depository property stamp. 
 

• 16. Date Identification  
Library staff must be able to identify the shipping list date, date of receipt, or the date of 
processing of depository material for retention purposes. 
 

• 17. Shipment Review & Claims  
Depository boxes must be reviewed to ensure receipt of all selected materials and 
shipments. Claims for missing or damaged receipts must be made within the proper 
timeframe and by the prescribed methods. 
 

• 18. Duplicates 
If the library receives a duplicate copy of a publication, the duplicate may be discarded 
immediately or offered on a discard list to the regional depository library. 
 

http://beta.fdlp.gov/requirements-guidance/guidance/23-processing-depository-shipments 



Catalogers can be partners in providing access 

A quick look at a few Missouri depository libraries shows that 
government documents areas have websites about their 
collections (next slides).   

 

 

 

 

Clickable map of federal depository libraries 

• http://catalog.gpo.gov/fdlpdir/FDLPdir.jsp 
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Bibliographic control – Guidance from FDLP 

http://beta.fdlp.gov/requirements-guidance/guidance/11-
bibliographic-control 
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Organizing and making depository material 
accessible  
• Arrangement should conform to professionally accepted 

library standards and should facilitate the practical use of the 
collection. 

• Arrange according to SuDoc classification or other 
classification systems. 

• OK to integrate material into other collections. 

 

 



Piece level accounting 

• Means that each piece is accounted for and individually identifiable.   

• Libraries can accomplish this through full cataloging, creation or a 
shelflist in paper or electronic format, or a combination of the two.   

• If you identify missing information about the holdings, using ranges 
to account for serials is permissible (for example, "volume 1, 
numbers 3-7, 9-12"). Maintain serials to the piece level until you are 
ready to bind the items or replace them with another format; at that 
point a holdings statement may be substituted. 

• A map series could be comprised of a basic shelflist record and 
marking the appropriate quadrangles of maps received on the index 
map. 

• Marked shipping lists do not constitute a record of the library’s 
depository holdings. GPO recommends that you do not use them for 
that purpose. 

 



Catalog requirement 

• All depository materials are deemed to be a valuable part of 
your library collection and worthy of cataloging.  How you 
catalog FDLP tangible materials is an individual decision.  

• The conventional option is to add MARC records to your only 
catalog.   

• Choose your own cataloging level:  full cataloging with item 
information or brief cataloging to record the series and a 
detailed shelflist.   

• You are not required to retrospectively catalog older 
depository receipts. 

• You are not required to catalog online only material, but are 
strongly encouraged to do so. 



Sources of catalog records 

• Catalog of U.S. Government Publications 

• Documents Data Miner 2 

• Cataloging Record Distribution Project (partnership with 
MARCIVE) 

• Purchase bibliographic records from vendors 

• [Also, OCLC WorldCat] 

 

 



Catalog record considerations 

Library staff members that develop the government information 
collection must be well informed about the following policy 
considerations: 

• The nature of the catalog records being acquired 

• The timeline of the cataloging process 

• Decisions regarding which materials receive or do not receive 
cataloging treatment 

 



How do you provide access to your 
government publications now? 

From discussion: 

• Most or all add records to online catalog 

• Source of records: 
• MARCIVE (several) 

• Benefits include options to get shipping list records and barcodes 
and call number labels 

• Provide OCLC WorldCat records 

• Received changes, including changed URLs 

• OCLC WorldCat (some) 
• GPO cataloging ensures that records for most items are available 

• Document Data Miner (one or two) 
• Easy to use 

• No cost to get records 

• Records include OCLC number 



Catalog of U.S. Government Publications 

You can retrieve records, save them and then export them. 

 

• Retrieve records 

• Select records 

• Email  

• All 

• Record format 

• MARC Tags 

• Encoding 

• Unicode / UTF-8  



 



Documents Data Miner 2 
http://govdoc.wichita.edu/ddm2/gdocframes.asp 

 



 



 



 1,953 records in MARC format - 
viewed here with MARCedit. 
The records can be loaded into 
your catalog by the MOBIUS 
Office. 



 

Option:  Export last query 
into Microsoft Excel. 





 

See options: 
Download  
View MARC          



 

Choose MARC Record 
Locator from home page. 
Put in depository number 
and a fromdate/todate.  It 
is best to limit the time 
period to a month at a 
time. 



Cataloging Record Distribution Project 
(partnership with MARCIVE) 

• Funding received from H. R. 1105, the Omnibus Appropriations Act of FY 
2009 (P. L. 111-8) to support GPO’s Cataloging and Indexing program 
and to distribute cataloging records to depository libraries. 

• Materials are cataloged by GPO staff. 
• The records are viewable in the Catalog of U.S. Government Publication. 
• All records have a corresponding OCLC record number EXCEPT records 

from the GPO Historic Shelf List. 
• Records are provided based on each library’s selection profile by 

MARCIVE using File Transfer Protocol (FTP).  Retrospective records 
(records prior to October 2011) are not available. 
 
 

GPO:  http://beta.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/projects/23-
about/projects/125-crdp 
MARCIVE:  
http://home.marcive.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&
id=76&Itemid=136 
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Purchase bibliographic records from vendors 

• MARCIVE 
• www.marcive.com 
• Email:  web.marcive.com 

 
MARCIVE enhanced GPO database service 
• Ongoing subscription:  monthly service for records based on GPO 

item number profile. 
• Includes customization.  E.g., can add 949s for item record creation 

and customization for URLs. 
• Provides records created or edited by GPO in OCLC WorldCat. 

 
Shipping list services 
• MARC-formatted brief records 
• Smart barcode labels  
• SuDoc number labels 

http://www.marcive.com/


MARCIVE shipping list record 

 



OCLC WorldCat 

GPO uses WorldCat as its bibliographic utility. 

 

Announcement – 14 May 2013 

GPO in the Top 10 List of Original Catalogers in the World  

 

The U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) was recently named one of 
the top 10 original catalogers in the world in OCLC’s Annual Report for 
FY12. During that period, GPO added 17,310 new records for U.S. 
Government information products to WorldCat, a database of 
bibliographic information built continuously by libraries around the 
world and OCLC. 

 

http://fdlp.gov/component/content/article/1463-gpo-top10-catalogers-in-
world 



Guidelines for online resources 

Bibliographic control of online depository resources 

• Encouraged to catalog online resources or to integrated 
online resources into Web pages, finding aids, etc. 

Discovery of online resources and (EL) item numbers 

• Use the EL item numbers in your item selection profile 

• View in the New Electronic Titles List (NET) 

• http://catalog.gpo.gov/F/?func=file&file_name=find-net 

• This is a list of titles in the Catalog of U.S. Government 
Publications. 
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  PURLs (Persistent URLs) instead of URLs 

Information (lot of good information):  
• http://purl.gpo.gov/docs/index.html 

• http://beta.fdlp.gov/requirements-guidance/instructions/709-purls 

 

You can track PURL usage for your library.   
• http://beta.fdlp.gov/requirements-guidance/instructions/709-

purls#tracking-PURL-usage-for-your-library 

• http://www.fdlp.gov/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download
&gid=1051 

• See 2011 conference presentation: “Going All-Electronic and Keeping Track 
of It”: 
http://libraryguides.missouri.edu/content.php?pid=358707&sid=2933656 

 

Authorization is required to access the PURL referral reporting tool.  

• http://beta.fdlp.gov/requirements-guidance/instructions/709-
purls#how-to-access-the-PURL-referral-tool 
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PURLs 

Ideas for updating URLs? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tip from an email:  Search for documents related to non-working URL’s 
at http://archive.org (Internet Archive).  

 

 

 

http://archive.org/


Ongoing maintenance 

• GPO notifies libraries of changes or corrections to FDLP distributed 
material via the WEBTech Notes 
• WEBTech Notes provides the most recent changes to the List of Classes and 

lets you correct call numbers, item numbers, add information to catalog 
records about publications ceasing or changing, and related technical issues. 

 

Categories in WEBTech Notes: 

• What happened to? (WH) 

• Classification/cataloging update (CC) 

• Updates to the list of classes, new items (UN) 

• Updates to the list of classes, misc. (UM) 

 

http://www.fdlp.gov/component/webtech/search 

 

MU Libraries procedures:  
http://mulibraries.missouri.edu/staff/catalogdept/catprogovwebtech0.htm 
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Cataloging guidelines changing:  GPO and RDA 

• RDA – Resource Description and Access – new cataloging rules 

• GPO created a RDA Implementation Team 

• Full implementation in April 2013 

 

More information 

• FDLP webinar, April 16, 2013:  An Overview of RDA and Its 
Implementation at GPO 
http://login.icohere.com/public/topics.cfm?cseq=1172 

• RDA project page:  http://beta.fdlp.gov/about-the-
fdlp/projects/23-about/projects/143-rda#Update%204 

• http://beta.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/projects/23-
about/projects/143-rda 
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Differences between AACR2 and RDA records 

Fewer abbreviations 

• AACR2:  32 p. : col. ill. ; 24 cm. 
RDA:       32 pages : color illustrations ; 24 cm. 

 

• AACR2:   [S.l. : s.n.], 2001. 
RDA:       [Place of publication not identified] :  
                [publisher not identified], 2001. 

 

• AARC2:   United States. Dept of Energy 
RDA:       United States. Department of Energy 



Differences between AACR2 and RDA records 

No general material designation in titles 

• AACR2    Trees in Missouri [electronic resource] 

• RDA         Trees in Missouri 

 

Instead we have new fields for content, media type, and 
carrier 

• 336           text 

• 337           computer 

• 338           online resource 



Differences between AACR2 and RDA records 

• More complete information in statement of 
responsibility 

• AARC2:   Trees / by Timothy Kregg … [et al.] 
RDA:        Trees / by Timothy Kregg, Carol Dews,  
                 Yolanda R. Green, Peter Gapwell and Mary S. 
                 Kersinger. 

• AACR2:   The federal government / edited by Teresa  
                 Cooler. 
RDA:        The federal government / edited by Teresa  
                  Cooler, Ph. D., University of South Plains. 



Differences between AACR2 and RDA records 

• More relationship information 

• Truman, Eric, illustrator. 

 

Change to MARC field for publication, etc., information 

• AACR2 

• 260       Publication, distribution, etc. 

• RDA 

• 264   0  Production 

• 264   1  Publication 

• 264   2  Distribution 

• 264   3  Manufacturing 

• 264   4  Copyright notice 

 

 



 



Keeping up-to-date 

• FDLP web site:  News & Events 

• http://beta.fdlp.gov/news-and-events 

• Subscribe to email alerts, too 

 

• askGPO:  www.gpo.gov/askgpo 
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Recent topics 

 

Old site had 
categories 



 



The End 

 

• Felicity Dykas 
dykasf@missouri.edu 
573-882-4656 
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